Winter survival of third stage Trichostrongylus colubriformis larvae: effects on infectivity and fecundity of adult worms.
Two groups of six lambs were fed with grass cut from two plots which had been contaminated by spreading Trichostrongylus colubriformis larvae. One plot received larvae in December, the other in April. The post mortem examination results showed that the infectivity of overwintering larvae was significantly higher than that of fresh larvae. An inverse relationship was demonstrated between infectivity of larvae and egg production of adult worms developed from these larvae. The results are compared with those obtained under laboratory conditions.